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PRAIRIETOWN 
PORTAL

PRAIRIE 
LOOKOUT

Animal Encounters

Create.Connect

Nature Walk

Quiet Spot

Download a PDF of the School 
Group Map for your visit.

https://www.connerprairie.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/School-Tours-Map.pdf


SCHOOL TOUR 
CHECK-IN GATE

WELCOME
CENTER

WALKING DISTANCES
Welcome Center to Lenape:  .08 mi 
Lenape to William Conner House:  .06 mi 
William Conner House to Prairietown Portal:  .10 mi 
Prairietown Portal to Civil War Journey:  .12 mi 
Prairietown Portal to Golden Eagle Inn:  .08 mi 
Golden Eagle Inn to Welcome Center:  .09 mi 
Welcome Center to Civil War Journey:  .30 mi 
Welcome Center to Treetop Outpost: .30 mi



EXPLORE
A CR E S OF  F UN



Let the adventure begin with a trip 
to Conner Prairie! 

Experience the Hoosier spirit and Indiana heritage with a visit to Conner Prairie. 
It’s the ideal place to immerse your students in the state’s history with  
hands-on activities and plenty of opportunities to interact with staff portraying 
characters from the past. Spend time outdoors, try hands-on STEM activities 
and get some exercise. Each visit covers academic standards in multiple  
subject areas including social studies, science and language arts. 

For an educational, authentic and entertaining look into the history that shapes 
us today, come to Conner Prairie!

Click on an experience area below to learn more:

makesmith workshop

create.connect

animal encounters

1836 Prairietown

1859 balloon voyage

treetop outpost lenape indian camp

1863 civil war journey

william conner house



WILLIAM CONNER HOUSE
This area is anchored by the William Conner House, built by William Conner 
in 1823 on this site and later preserved by Eli Lilly. Interactive exhibits in the 
house encourage exploration. See what you can uncover about William Conner 
and life in the 1820s. Next door is our Loom House where you can learn about 
textile processes such as weaving, spinning and dyeing.  
Download William Conner House materials > 

TREETOP OUTPOST & NATURE WALK
A four-story treehouse sits at the center of this experience area, inviting you 
to climb to the top and take in the view! Inside and around its base you’ll find 
ways to connect with nature in exciting activity areas and learn about  
Indiana’s natural resources. Check out Fort Hoosier where you can climb, slide, 
and explore. The other parts of Treetop Outpost offer a variety of  
experiences as well. Unearth artifacts of the past in a recreated archaeology 
site. Try your hand at building things with wooden blocks, poles and fabric. 
And, add to the forest sounds around you by playing instruments. 

Treetop Outpost is certified as a Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom. Certified 
Nature Explore Classrooms foster highly effective, nature-based outdoor 
learning.

From Treetop Outpost, take a trek along the Nature Walk and discover a 
different view of the prairie. Your students can explore Conner Prairie’s natural 
setting up close as they walk through a forest and along the top of a levee that 
is flanked by woods, farmland, prairie and the White River. Along the way they 
will discover plant and animal life that call this part of Indiana their home. This 
pathway includes interpretive signs that provide information on ecosystems 
and land use. Download Treetop Outpost materials >

https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/william-conner-house-learning-materials/
https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/treetop-outpost-learning-materials/


MAKESMITH WORKSHOP
Makesmith Workshop—a permanent exhibit in the Welcome Center—offers a 
hands-on experience that gives students a chance to connect to some of the 
traditional crafts and trades of the past. Activities focus on the processes of 
making things. Themes (such as woodworking or textiles) change periodically 
and feature the opportunity to use a tool related to that theme. For safety, this 
space has limited capacity and there must be one adult leader with every five 
students.

This project was made possible in part by the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services.

CREATE.CONNECT: CELEBRATING INDIANA’S INNOVATIVE SPIRIT
Create.Connect is an indoor interactive area in the Welcome Center that  
combines Indiana history with science, engineering and technology through 
fun, hands-on activities. You can explore four different stations: early aviation, 
invention, rural electrification and wind power.

  Early Aviation: Experiment with wind flow and wing angles. Design, make 
and test a paper glider. See the effects of moving the elevators on a small 
model plane’s tail. Uncover information about aviation pioneers.

  Invention: Grab a handful of parts to design and construct a chain reaction 
machine. Discover the Indiana connection to a variety of inventions. Learn more 
about the 1950s race to space.

  Rural Electrification: Learn how electricity changed life for Hoosier 
farmers. Use simple materials to assemble and test electrical circuits.

  Wind Power: Check out the 30-foot tall 1890s Flint & Walling windmill. 
Test how different blade shapes and numbers affect a windmill’s operation. 
See how the turning motion propelled by the wind can be used to do work and 
generate electricity.

This project was made possible in part by the National Science Foundation 
and the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
Download Create.Connect materials >

https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/create-connect-learning-materials/


1836 PRAIRIETOWN
Step back in time to Prairietown, a village working to become a thriving  
community in 1836. Meet the townspeople, who are played by Conner Prairie’s 
trained staff. Take a lesson in the schoolhouse, help with chores, load or unload 
a wagon, watch craftspeople ply their trades and more. There is so much for 
your students to see and do! Through these activities, students can compare 
past and present, learn about the processes that go into the various trades, 
consider past technologies, discover the economics of the time, and explore 
everyday life. The residents of this fictional-yet-historically-accurate town are 
eager for new neighbors, so they are excited to meet you and learn what skills 
you can contribute to the growing community. 
Prairietown materials including Achievement Cards and Adventure Guides >

LENAPE INDIAN CAMP
Discover a world in transition at 
Lenape Indian Camp. The year is 1816, 
and Indiana is about to become a 
state. How will these changes affect 
the Lenape people and the fur trad-
ers who live among them? Visit the 
fur trader at the Trading Post, enjoy 
Lenape storytelling and language, ex-
plore a wigwam and a dugout canoe, 
and learn traditional skills.  
Lenape Indian Camp materials >

https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/prairietown-learning-materials/
https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/lenape-camp-learning-materials/


ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS
Get up close and interact with your favorite farm  
friends. Learn about historical breeds of livestock 
and our important role in preserving them.

WELCOME CENTER
In addition to our Create.Connect and Makesmith Workshop areas, the Conner 
Prairie Store and Guest Services are also located in this building.

“Everything was wonderful. We loved the speakers,  
and staff who committed to their “roles” and giving our  

students a glimpse into life during that time period.  
I love the attention to detail.”

4th grade teacher from Winamac, IN

1863 CIVIL WAR JOURNEY: RAID ON INDIANA
Experience the story of Confederate General John Hunt Morgan’s raid into 
Indiana in this immersive, outdoor learning area. Feel the patriotism, excitement 
and concerns of the citizens and volunteer militia firsthand through this  
multi-media experience. Explore the recreated town of Dupont, Ind., and meet 
our staff portraying people who experienced Morgan’s Raid. This area includes 
two audio/visual presentations that showcase the raid (recommended for 
grades 4 and up). These shows are ongoing, but have limited capacities.  
Civil War Journey materials >

1863 Civil War Journey has been made possible in part by a major grant from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the Human Endeavor.

1859 BALLOON VOYAGE & EXHIBIT
Just outside the Welcome Center is an interactive exhibit that highlights the 
1859 balloon voyage of aeronautical pioneer John Wise and reveals the stories 
behind balloon flight in the 1800s. In addition to touring this area, those  
booking our self-guided tour can purchase a flight in our tethered, helium-filled 
balloon for the greatly reduced price of $4 per person. The flight takes you  
more than 370 feet up above the ground for a bird’s-eye view of Conner Prairie 
and surrounding areas. 

NOTE: Flights are weather dependent. Because waivers/parental permission 
are required, balloon flights must be arranged BEFORE the day of your visit. 
Download Waiver >

https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/civil-war-journey-learning-materials/
https://www.connerprairie.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Balloon-Waiver.pdf


DISCOVER
S OME T HING NE W



S E L F-G U I D E D  S C H O O L T O U R S

ALL GRADES (K–12)
Self-guided school tours are our most popular offering. Although we call them  
self-guided, our staff are stationed throughout the grounds ready to facilitate 
activities, answer questions and help immerse your students in the past.  
Explore at your own pace and visit the areas that meet your field trip goals. 
Each visit covers a variety of Indiana academic standards including social  
studies, language arts and science. Best of all, we subsidize every student’s visit 
so you can get the most out of your limited field trip dollars.  
Advance reservations are required.

For the rest of 2019, self-guided school tours are available Tuesday–Saturday,  
August 1–November 2. The outside experience areas re-open in late March of 
2020. Days and times vary by month. Call Guest Services at 317-776-6000 or 
800-966-1836 for reservations or information. Reservation requests may be 
made at online at connerprairie.org.

Cost: Students $6.00. Adult chaperones $8.50. Teachers/school staff free. 
NOTE: To be eligible for school tour rates you must have 15 or more students in 
your group.

Length: 3–4 hours recommended.

Standards >

“We always have a great time! 
This is our favorite field trip of the year.”

5th grade teacher from Hebron, KY

https://www.connerprairie.org/


SELF-GUIDED SCHOOL TOUR ADD-ONS
You can expand your self-guided school tour with an add-on program for a 
small extra charge. From museum theater to hands-on activities, these  
programs cover a variety of topics. See descriptions below. Except for the corn 
maze, reservations are required at least three weeks in advance by calling Guest 
Services at 317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836.

Interactive Museum Theater Add-On (Grades 4-12)

THE RHODES FAMILY INCIDENT
Contact Guest Services for available dates.

Reservations required by calling Guest Services at 
317-776-6000 or  800-966-1836. 

Little-known historic events that happened in 
your own community can provide important 
perspectives and inspiration that relate to life 
now. In “The Rhodes Family Incident,” two 
contemporary college students who grew up in 
Westfield, Indiana, are surprised to discover a 
historic racial incident involving escaped slaves 
that happened in their hometown. This  
discovery challenges their views of their  
community and their own identity. The play, 
written by Crystal V. Rhodes, was inspired by 
research into African-American history in  
Hamilton County and can prompt students to rethink what they know about 
Indiana history, their communities and even themselves.

This program is an add-on to a self-guided school tour and includes  
opportunities for questions and answers with Conner Prairie actors. It takes 
place in the Lilly Theater in the Welcome Center.

Cost: Students/adult chaperones $1. Teachers/school staff free.

Time: 10 am, 11 am or 12 pm; Maximum of 100 students/adults per performance. 

Length: 30 minutes

Standards >



BUTTER CHURNING
October 9 & 30, 2019; April 16, May 5, 2020 
Reservations required by calling Guest Services at 
317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836.

Churn butter using both butter churns and small jars, and then taste it on a 
cracker. Learn how churning produces butter from milk as well as changes in 
butter churning technology.

Cost: Students/adult chaperones $1. Teachers/school staff free. 

Time: 10 am-2 pm; Groups of 25 scheduled every 30 minutes.

Length: 30 minutes.

Standards > 

CANDLE DIPPING
October 8 & 15, 2019; April 2 & 30, 2020

Reservations required by calling Guest Services at 317-776-6000 or 
800-966-1836.

Make a small candle using the dipping method. Find out how a candle works 
and discuss changes in light technology through time.

Cost: Students/adult chaperones $1. Teachers/school staff free. 

Time: 10 am-2 pm; Groups of 25 scheduled every 30 minutes.

Length: 30 minutes.

Standards > 

LENAPE LANGUAGE
September 10, November 1, 2019; May 13 & 19, 2020 
Reservations required by calling Guest Services at 
317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836.

Learn about the Lenape language, match words to their meaning, and practice 
saying words and phrases. Includes a handout with Lenape words and  
pronunciation guide.

Cost: Students/adult chaperones $1. Teachers/school staff free.

Time: 10 am-2 pm; Groups of 25 scheduled every 30 minutes.

Length: 30 minutes.

Standards > 

Experience Add-Ons (Grades 2–5)



C O R N M A Z E 
September 21–October 27
Ask Guest Services about adding 
this to your Conner Prairie field 
trip for just $3/person.

New Design Each Year!

1859 BA L L O O N VOYAG E

March–October
Purchase a flight in our 
tethered, helium-filled 
balloon for the greatly 
reduced price of $4/person. 
Ask Guest Services for details. 
Advance reservations are required.



ENGAGE
IN HIS T OR Y



EXPLORING INDIANA HISTORY & STEM (GRADES 3-5)
January 14, 15, 28, 29; February 4, 5, 11, 12; March 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 24, 25 - 2020

Connect students to history and science through this fun, interactive program. 
As they rotate through eight stations, students find out about Indiana history 
related to science. At each station they will work on challenges during which 
they will explore a variety of science topics and concepts. 

Examples: Students hear about Indiana connections to early flight and then 
are challenged to redesign a paper glider to make it fly farther. Students learn 
about changes in communication in the 1800s after which they construct simple 
electrical circuits that allow them to send Morse code. The program takes place 
in the Conner Prairie Welcome Center. This program is held when the outdoor 
areas are closed. Reservations are required three weeks in advance.  
Reservations can be made by calling Guest Services at 
317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836.

Note: In order to give students hands-on experiences, students rotate in groups 
of about 12. Thus the maximum capacity of this program on any given day is 
about 100 students.

Cost: Students $6.50. One adult chaperone free with every 10 students. 
Additional chaperones $6.50. Teachers/school staff free.

Time: 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Length: 4 hours (includes 30 min. lunch period)

Standards >

Winter Field Trip Opportunity



REBUILDING THE HOUSE OF STONE 
(GRADES 4 & 8)

ELECTRICITY (GRADES 3 & 4)
Available November–March  |  45 minutes long
A member of a 1930s farm family will visit your 
classroom to lead a series of activities involving 
electricity as a power source. Find out about the 
Rural Electrification Act that brought electricity to 
American farms. Discuss the pros and cons of  
using electricity. Build an electrical circuit.  
Take on roles of different types of farmers and, using a budget, make decisions 
on what equipment to buy if electricity comes to the farm.

Cost: Prices start at $125 plus mileage. 

Standards >

Have a Conner Prairie experience brought to you! Our highly trained staff is 
available to deliver interactive, educational programs right to your classroom. 
Program topics include the Civil War, flight and electricity. Programs can be 
arranged to fit your schedule. Also available for After School programs. 

Please call 317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836 for more information and to make  
arrangements for your Outreach Program. Please call at least 4 weeks in 
advance of your desired program date.

O U T R E A C H  P RO G R A M S

Civil War Museum Theater Program

Available February-March  |  45 minutes long 
The Civil War not only divided the nation, it also 
deeply divided families. Based on a real family,  
this one-act play tells the story of Henry and  
Valentine Stone, two Indiana brothers who were torn apart when one fought for 
the North and the other fought for the South.

Cost: Prices start at $125 plus mileage. 

Standards >

History and STEM Programs



TAKE FLIGHT! (GRADES 2-6)
Available November–March  |  45 minutes long 
Learn about the concepts of lift and thrust. Meet a pilot from the early days of 
flight and hear their stories. Make and test a simple airplane made of paper.  
Discuss the importance of perseverance in innovation and invention.

Cost: Prices start at $125 plus mileage. 
Standards >



PLAN
Y OUR V ISI T



LOCATION
Conner Prairie is located just six miles north of Indianapolis in Fishers at 
13400 Allisonville Road, Fishers Indiana, 46038.

RESERVATIONS
Reservations are required for all programs. Call Guest Services at 317-776-6000 
or 800-966-1836. For the self-guided tour only, reservations can also be  
requested online. Make your reservation >

To be eligible for school group rates you must have 15 or more students in 
your group. Programs operate rain or shine. All prices and times effective 
August 1, 2019–July 31, 2020. 

GROUP LEADERS
For pre-K–grade 1, at least one adult leader must accompany each group of  
five students. For grades 2–12, at least one adult leader must accompany every 
10 students. For the balloon flight and Makesmith Workshop, one adult leader 
must accompany every group of five students. Group leaders are responsible 
for students’ behavior and must remain with their students at all times.

“Well done creating an atmosphere geared towards  
learning! Thank you for taking on so many of the details 

that help make a field trip run smoothly!”
2nd grade teacher from Greenwood, IN

GET CONNECTED... 
Want exclusive info, offers and previews? Sign up 
for Conner Prairie e-news today!

https://www.connerprairie.org/subscribe/
https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/plan-a-field-trip/


FOOD
Try our sack lunches. Price options: $5 or $9. Call 317-776-6000 or 
800-966-1836 at least seven days before your tour to order sack lunches. 
Guaranteed numbers are due five business days prior to tour date. You can also 
dine on your own in our picnic shelters.

CONNER PRAIRIE STORE & CIVIL WAR JOURNEY DEPOT STORE
Students will love the historical toys, games, books and science kits. Conner 
Prairie exclusive items include salt glaze pottery and textiles made on the  
property. Prairie costumes made in Indiana for Conner Prairie are perfect for 
Heritage Days.

Call 317-776-6000 or 800-966-1836 for more information or go online.

ACCESSIBILITY
Conner Prairie strives to provide an educational and fun experience for guests 
of all abilities. If your group has anyone with special needs, please contact 
Guest Services for guidance on planning your visit.

TEACHER
RESOURCES
Pre-visit materials 
available online!

Go online to find valuable field trip and pre-visit information, 
a variety of forms, and other classroom resources to extend 
your students’ learning beyond the field trip. 

Download exploration guides, Prairietown Achievement 
Cards and Adventure Guides, science resources and more!

https://www.connerprairie.org/plan/food-and-shopping/
https://www.connerprairie.org/educate/teacher-resources/


Thanks to the support of our corporate exhibit and program sponsors this 
season, we continue to maintain our cultural and historic heritage, grow our 
experiences and ensure all guests have access to inspirational moments.

K-12 EDUCATION PROGR AMS

SHERIDAN SCHOOLS FIELD TRIPS

GIVING VOICE

MUSEUM THE ATER PROGR AM

MAKESMITH WORKSHOP AND 
CRE ATE.CONNECT

2018-2019 SCHOOLS 
OUTRE ACH PROGR AM

1863 CIV IL WAR JOURNEY

1859 BALLOON VOYAGE

CRE ATE.CONNECT

DIVERSIT Y, EQUIT Y, ACCESS, 
INCLUSION PROGR AMS

IPS FIELD TRIPS



STATE 
STANDARDS



ALL GRADES (K–12)
Indiana Academic Standards
Social Studies

K.1.1: Compare children and families of today with those from the past.  
Example: Compare clothing, houses, and other objects.  

1.1.1: Compare the way individuals in the community lived in the past with the 
way they live in the present. Example: Clothing, the use of technology, methods 
of transportation, entertainment and customs.

1.3.9: Give examples of natural resources found locally and describe how people 
in the school and community use these resources. Example: Water is used for 
cooking and drinking; trees are used to make paper and provide shelter; and 
soil is used to grow plants which can provide food.

2.1.1: Identify when the local community was established and identify its 
founders and early settlers.

2.1.2: Explain changes in daily life in the community over time using maps, 
photographs, news stories, Web sites or video images. Example: Changes in 
architecture, business/industry, transportation, community buildings, work and 
use of leisure time.

3.1.1: Identify and describe Native American Woodland Indians who lived in the 
region when European settlers arrived. Examples: Miami, Shawnee, Kickapoo,  
Algonquian, Delaware, Potawatomi and Wyandotte. 

3.1.2: Explain why and how the local community was established and identify its 
founders and early settlers.

3.1.4: Give examples of people, events and developments that brought  
important changes to your community and the region where your community 
is located. Example: Developments in transportation, such as the building of 
canals, roads and railroads, connected communities and caused changes in 
population or industry.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same. Example: Shawnee villages in Southern Indiana and Conner 
Prairie settlement.

S E L F-G U I D E D  S C H O O L T O U R S



3.3.11: Describe how Native Americans and early settlers of Indiana adapted to 
and modified their environment to survive.

4.1.2: Identify and describe historic Native American Indian groups that lived in 
Indiana at the time of early European exploration, including ways these groups 
adapted to and interacted with the physical environment. Examples: Miami, 
Shawnee, Potawatomi and Lenape (Delaware).

4.1.5: Identify and explain the causes of the removal of Native American Indian 
groups in the state and their resettlement during the 1830s.

4.1.6: Explain how key individuals and events influenced the early growth and  
development of Indiana. Examples: Indiana’s first governor, Jonathan Jennings; 
Robert Owen and the New Harmony settlement; moving the state capitol from  
Corydon to Indianapolis; development of roads and canals in Indiana; and the 
Indiana Constitution of 1851.

4.1.8: Summarize the impact of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency on Indiana and 
describe the participation of Indiana citizens in the Civil War.  
Examples: Indiana’s volunteer soldiers, the Twenty-eighth Regiment of the 
United States Colored Troops, Camp Morton, John Hunt Morgan, The Battle 
of Corydon, Lew Wallace, Benjamin Harrison, and women and children on the 
home Front.

4.1.11: Identify and describe important events and movements that changed 
life in Indiana in the early twentieth century. Examples: Women’s suffrage, the 
Great Depression, World War I, African-American migration from the South and 
World War II.

4.4.1: Give examples of the kinds of goods* and services* produced in Indiana 
in different historical periods.

*goods: tangible objects, such as food or toys, that can satisfy people’s wants
and needs.

*services: actions that someone does for someone else, such as dental care or
trash removal.

4.4.3: Explain how both parties can benefit from trade* and give examples of 
how people in Indiana engaged in trade in different time periods.

*trade: the voluntary exchange of goods or services.



5.3.11: Describe adaptation and how Native American Indians and colonists 
adapted to variations in the physical environment. Examples: Plains people’s 
dependence on bison; dependence on fishing by people living in the Northeast 
and Pacific Northwest; choice of building materials and style of construction 
such as sod houses, longhouses and dugouts.

6.3.13: Explain the impact of humans on the physical environment in Europe and 
the Americas.

6.4.2: Analyze how countries of Europe and the Americas have been influenced  
by trade in different historical periods. Examples: Increased production and  
consumption and lower prices.

8.1.1: Identify the major Native American Indian groups of eastern North  
America and describe early conflict and cooperation between European settlers 
and these Native American groups. 

8.1.17: Explain relationships and conflict between settlers and Native Americans 
on the frontier.

8.1.18: Describe the causes, courses, challenges, compromises, and  
consequences associated with westward expansion, including the concept of 
Manifest Destiny.   

8.1.24: Analyze the causes and effects of events leading to the Civil War, and  
evaluate the impact issues such as states’ rights and slavery had in developing 
America’s sectional conflict. 

USH.1.3: Identify and tell the significance of controversies pertaining to slavery, 
abolitionism, and social reform movements. (Government, Economics)

USH.4.4: Describe technological developments during the 1920s and explain 
their impact on rural and urban America. (Economics; Geography; Individuals, 
Society, and Culture)

USH.9.4: Explain issues and problems of the past by analyzing the interests and  
viewpoints of those involved.



Science

K.PS.1: Plan and conduct an investigation using all senses to describe and
classify different kinds of objects by their composition and physical properties.
Explain these choices to others and generate questions about the objects.

K.PS.2: Identify and explain possible uses for an object based on its properties
and compare these uses with other students’ ideas.

K.LS.2: Describe and compare the physical features of common living plants
and animals.

K.LS.3: Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals
(including humans) need to survive.

1.LS.1: Develop representations to describe that organisms have unique and
diverse life cycles but all have in common birth, growth, reproduction, and
death.

2.LS.1: Determine patterns and behavior (adaptations) of parents and offspring
which help offspring to survive.

2.LS.2: Compare and contrast details of body plans and structures within the life
cycles of plants and animals.

2.LS.3: Classify living organisms according to variations in specific physical
features (i.e., body coverings, appendages) and describe how these features
may provide an advantage for survival in different environments.

3.LS.1: Analyze evidence that plants and animals have traits inherited from
parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar organisms.

3.LS.3: Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and
external structures that function to support survival, growth, behavior, and
reproduction.

3.LS.4: Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help
members survive.

3.PS.2: Identify types of simple machines and their uses. Investigate and build
simple machines to understand how they are used.

4.ESS.4: Develop solutions that could be implemented to reduce the impact of
humans on the natural environment and the natural environment on humans.



4.PS.1: Investigate transportation systems and devices that operate on or in
land, water, air, and space and recognize the forces (lift, drag, friction, thrust,
and gravity) that affect their motion.

4.PS.2: Investigate the relationship of the speed of an object to the energy of
that object.

4.PS.4: Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be
generated and/or converted from one form of energy to another form of
energy.

4.PS.5: Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred
from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents.

4.LS.1: Observe, analyze, and interpret how offspring are very much, but not
exactly, like their parents or one another. Describe how these differences in
physical characteristics among individuals in a population may be
advantageous for survival and reproduction.

3-5.E.1: Identify a simple problem with the design of an object that reflects a
need or a want. Include criteria for success and constraints on materials, time,
or cost.

3-5.E.2: Construct and compare multiple plausible solutions to a problem based
on how well each is likely to meet the criteria and constraints of the problem.

3-5.E.3: Construct and perform fair investigations in which variables are
controlled and failure points are considered to identify aspects of a model or
prototype that can be improved.

6.PS.3: Describe how potential and kinetic energy can be transferred from one
form to another.

7.PS.8: Investigate a process in which energy is transferred from one form to
another and provide evidence that the total amount of energy does not change
during the transfer when the system is closed. (Law of Conservation of Energy)

7.PS.9: Compare and contrast the three types of heat transfer: radiation,
convection, and conduction.

7.PS.4: Investigate Newton’s first law of motion (Law of Inertia) and how
different forces (gravity, friction, push, and pull) affect the velocity of an object.

7.PS.5: Investigate Newton’s second law of motion to show the relationship
among forces, mass, and acceleration.



7.PS.7: Construct a device that uses one or more of Newton’s laws of motion.
Explain how motion, acceleration, force, and mass are affecting the device.

8.ESS.3: Research how human consumption of finite natural resources (i.e., coal,
oil, natural gas, and clean water) and human activities have had an impact on
the environment (i.e., causes of air, water, soil, light, and noise pollution).

8.LS.10: Gather and synthesize information about how humans alter organisms
genetically through a variety of methods.

6-8.E.2: Evaluate competing design solutions using a systematic process to
identify how well they meet the criteria and constraints of the problem.

6-8.E.3: Analyze data from investigations to determine similarities and
differences among several design solutions to identify the best characteristics
of each that can be combined into a new solution to better meet the criteria for
success.

6-8.E.4: Develop a prototype to generate data for repeated investigations and
modify a proposed object, tool, or process such that an optimal design can be
achieved.

ELA

K.SL.1: Listen actively and communicate effectively with a variety of audiences
and for different purposes.

K.SL.2.1: Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

K.SL.3.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or
information presented orally or through other media.

1.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., vocabulary)
to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different
purposes.

1.SL.2.1.: Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

1.SL.3.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or
information presented orally or through other media.

2.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for
different purposes.



2.SL.2.1: Participate in collaborative conversations about grade-appropriate
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

3.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

3.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

4.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

4.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

5.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

5.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

6.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

7.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

8.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

9-10.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language  
(e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety 
of audiences and for different purposes.

11-12.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language  
(e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety 
of audiences and for different purposes.



Physical Education

Touring Conner Prairie offers a variety of activities that connect to physical edu-
cation standards including locomotor skills, manipulative skills, physical activity 
knowledge/engagement, personal responsibility, self-expression and enjoy-
ment, and social interaction.

SELF-GUIDED SCHOOL TOUR ADD-ONS
THE RHODES FAMILY INCIDENT
Social Studies

4.1.7: Explain the roles of various individuals, groups, and movements in the 
social conflicts leading to the Civil War. 
Examples: Levi and Catherine Coffin, abolition and anti-slavery groups, The 
Underground Railroad, and the Liberia colonization movement

8.1.22: Describe the abolitionist movement and identify figures and  
organizations involved in the debate over slavery, including leaders of the 
Underground Railroad. 

8.1.23: Analyze the influence of early individual social reformers and  
movements such as the abolitionist, feminist, and social reform movements. 

8.1.28: Recognize historical perspective and evaluate alternative courses of 
action by describing the historical context in which events unfold.

USH.1.3: Identify and tell the significance of controversies pertaining to slavery, 
abolitionism, and social reform movements.

USH.9.1: Identify patterns of historical succession and duration in which  
historical events have unfolded and apply them to explain continuity and 
change. 

USH.9.4: Explain issues and problems of the past by analyzing the interests and 
viewpoints of those involved. 



Theatre

TH:Re8.1.3.a: Consider multiple personal experiences when participating in or
observing a theatrical work. 

TH:Re8.1.3.c: Examine how connections are made between oneself and a 
character’s emotions in theatrical work. 

TH:Re8.1.4.a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when 
participating in or observing a theatrical work.

TH:Re8.1.5.a: Justify responses based on personal experiences when 
participating in or observing a theatrical work.

TH:Re9.1.6.c: Identify a specific audience or purpose for a theatrical work. 

TH:Re8.1.7.b: Describe how cultural perspectives can influence the evaluation of 
theatrical work. 

TH:Re8.1.8.b: Analyze how cultural perspective can influence the evaluation of 
theatrical work. 

TH:Re9.1.I.c: Formulate a deeper understanding and appreciation of a theatrical 
work by considering its specific purpose or intended audience. 

TH:Re9.1.II.c: Explain how a theatre work communicates for a specific purpose 
and audience. 

TH:Re9.1.III.c: Compare and debate the connection between a theatrical work 
and contemporary issues that may impact audiences.

  Return to THE RHODES FAMILY INCIDENT program description



BUTTER CHURNING
Science

K-2.E.2: Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate and
investigate how the shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve an
identified problem.

2.PS.3: Construct an argument with evidence that some changes caused by
heating and cooling can be reversed and some cannot.

Social Studies

2.4.2: Identify productive resources used to produce goods and services in the 
community.

2.4.3: Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest 
of the community and explain how their jobs benefit people in the community.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same.

4.4.1: Give examples of the kinds of goods* and services* produced in Indiana in
different historical periods.

5.4.4: Describe the impact of technological developments and major inventions 
on business productivity during the early development of the United States.

  Return to BUTTER CHURNING program description



CANDLE DIPPING
Science

2.PS.3: Construct an argument with evidence that some changes caused by
heating and cooling can be reversed and some cannot.

K-2.E.2: Develop a simple sketch, drawing, or physical model to illustrate and
investigate how the shape of an object helps it function as needed to solve an
identified problem.

4.PS.4: Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be
generated and/or converted from one form of energy to another form of
energy.

Social Studies

2.4.2: Identify productive resources used to produce goods and services in the 
community.

2.4.3: Identify community workers who provide goods and services for the rest 
of the community and explain how their jobs benefit people in the community.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same.

4.4.1: Give examples of the kinds of goods* and services* produced in Indiana in
different historical periods.

5.4.4: Describe the impact of technological developments and major inventions 
on business productivity during the early development of the United States.

  Return to CANDLE DIPPING program description



LENAPE LANGUAGE
Social Studies

2.2.4: Describe how people of different ages, cultural backgrounds and  
traditions contribute to the community and how all citizens can respect these 
differences.

3.1.1: Identify and describe Native American Woodland Indians who lived in the 
region when European settlers arrived.

4.1.2: Identify and describe historic Native American Indian groups that lived in 
Indiana at the time of early European exploration, including ways these groups 
adapted to and interacted with the physical environment.

5.1.1: Identify and describe early cultures and settlements that existed in North 
America prior to contact with Europeans.

ELA

2.RV.2.5: Consult reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary), to
determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases.

3.RV.2.5: Consult reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary), to
determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases.

4.RV.2.5: Consult reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary), to
determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases.

5.RV.2.5: Consult reference materials, both print and digital (e.g., dictionary), to
determine or clarify the meanings of words and phrases.

  Return to LENAPE LANGUAGE program description



EXPLORING INDIANA HISTORY & STEM
Social Studies

3.1.4: Give examples of people, events and developments that brought  
important changes to your community and the region where your community 
is located. Example: Developments in transportation, such as the building of 
canals, roads and railroads, connected communities and caused changes in 
population or industry.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same. Example: Shawnee villages in Southern Indiana and Conner 
Prairie settlement.

4.1.11: Identify and describe important events and movements that changed 
life in Indiana in the early twentieth century. Examples: Women’s suffrage, the 
Great Depression, World War I, African-American migration from the South and 
World War II.

4.1.12: Describe the transformation of Indiana through immigration and through 
developments in agriculture, industry and transportation. Examples: The impact 
of improved farming methods on Indiana agriculture; the development of 
Indiana’s automobile industry such as the Studebaker and the Duesenberg; the 
glass industry; the Ball Brothers; the growth of the steel industry in northern 
Indiana; and immigrant influence on cities and coal mining regions of the state.

Science

3.PS.1: Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of
balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object.

3.PS.2: Identify types of simple machines and their uses. Investigate and build
simple machines to understand how they are used.

4.PS.1 Investigate transportation systems and devices that operate on or in
land, water, air and space and recognize the forces (lift, drag, friction, thrust
and gravity) that affect their motion.

4.PS.3 Investigate how multiple simple machines work together to perform
everyday tasks.

4.PS.4 Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be
generated and/or converted from one form of energy to another form of
energy.

4.PS.5 Make observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred
from place to place by sound, light, heat, and electric currents.

3-5.E.3 Construct and perform fair investigations in which variables are
controlled and failure points are considered to identify aspects of a model or
prototype that can be improved.



ELA

3.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

3.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

3.SL.2.4: Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay
on topic, and link comments to the remarks of others.

3.SL.2.5: Explain personal ideas and understanding in reference to the
discussion.

4.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

4.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

4.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on
information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to
the remarks of others.

4.SL.2.5: Review the key ideas expressed and explain personal ideas in
reference to the discussion.

5.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

5.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

5.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that
contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

5.SL.2.5: Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in reference to
information and knowledge gained from the discussions.

Math

3.M.2: Choose and use appropriate units and tools to estimate and measure 
length, weight, and temperature. Estimate and measure length to a
quarter-inch, weight in pounds, and temperature in degrees Celsius and 
Fahrenheit.

4.M.1: Measure length to the nearest quarter-inch, eighth-inch, and millimeter. 

Return to EXPLORING INDIANA HISTORY & STEM program description



REBUILDING THE HOUSE OF STONE
Social Studies

4.1.8: Summarize the impact of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency on Indiana and 
describe the participation of Indiana citizens in the Civil War.  
Examples: Indiana’s volunteer soldiers, the Twenty-eighth Regiment of the 
United States Colored Troops, Camp Morton, John Hunt Morgan, The Battle 
of Corydon, Lew Wallace, Benjamin Harrison, and women and children on the 
home front

8.1.24: Analyze the causes and effects of events leading to the Civil War, and  
evaluate the impact issues such as states’ rights and slavery had in developing 
America’s sectional conflict.

Theater

TH:Re8.1.4.a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when 
participating in or observing a theatrical work.

TH.Re8.1.8.b: Analyze how cultural perspective can influence the evaluation of 
theatrical work. 

ELA 

4.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics and texts, building on
others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

8.SL.2.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) on grade-appropriate topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing personal ideas clearly.

  Return to REBUILDING THE HOUSE OF STONE description



ELECTRICITY
Social Studies

3.1.4: Give examples of people, events and developments that brought  
important changes to your community and the region where your community 
is located. Example: Developments in transportation, such as the building of 
canals, roads and railroads, connected communities and caused changes in 
population or industry.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same. Example: Shawnee villages in Southern Indiana and Conner 
Prairie settlement.

3.2.5: Explain the importance of being a responsible citizen of your  
community, the state and the nation. Identify people in your community and 
the state who exhibit the characteristics of good citizenship. Example: Being 
respectful, trustworthy, practicing tolerance and working with others to solve 
problems.

3.2.6: Explain the role citizens have in making decisions and rules within the 
community, state and nation such as participating in local and regional  
activities, voting in elections, running for office, and voicing opinions in a  
positive way.

3.4.7: Illustrate how people compare benefits and costs when making choices 
and decisions as consumers and producers. Example: When a family is  
deciding whether to buy a car, they have to compare the benefit of having  
personal transportation with the cost of buying and maintaining the car.

4.1.11: Identify and describe important events and movements that changed life 
in Indiana in the early twentieth century. Examples: Women’s suffrage, the 
Great Depression, World War I, African-American migration from the South and 
World War II.

4.2.7: Use a variety of resources to take a position or recommend a course of 
action on a public issue relating to Indiana’s past or present. Examples: Use 
local, state and federal Web sites, as well as newspapers, television and video 
images, to research and write an editorial related to Indiana’s environment.

4.4.2: Define productivity and provide examples of how productivity has 
changed in Indiana during the past 100 years. Examples: Improved farm 
equipment has helped farms produce more. Technology has helped businesses 
run more efficiently. Improved education has provided individuals with the 
knowledge and skills to run businesses and work more productively. 



Science

4.PS.4: Describe and investigate the different ways in which energy can be
generated and/or converted from one form of energy to another form of
energy.

ELA

3.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

3.SL.2.4: Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay
on topic, and link comments to the remarks of others.

3.SL.2.5: Explain personal ideas and understanding in reference to the discussion.

3.SL.3.2: Ask and answer questions about information from a speaker, offering
appropriate elaboration and detail.

4.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

4.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on
information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to
the remarks of others.

4.SL.2.5: Review the key ideas expressed and explain personal ideas in
reference to the discussion.

4.SL.3.2: Identify and use evidence a speaker provides to support particular
points.

  Return to ELECTRICITY description



TAKE FLIGHT!
Social Studies

2.1.2: Explain changes in daily life in the community over time using maps, 
photographs, news stories, websites or video images.

3.1.8: Describe how your community has changed over time and how it has 
stayed the same.

4.1.11: Identify and describe important events and movements that changed life 
in Indiana in the early twentieth century.

4.1.12: Describe the transformation of Indiana through immigration and through 
developments in agriculture, industry and transportation.

4.4.1: Give examples of the kinds of goods and services produced in Indiana in 
different historical periods. 

Science

K-2.E.1: Pose questions, make observations, and obtain information about a
situation people want to change. Use this data to define a simple problem that
can be solved through the construction of a new or improved object or tool.

4.PS.1: Investigate transportation systems and devices that operate on or in
land, water, air, and space and recognize the forces (lift, drag, friction, thrust,
and gravity) that affect their motion.

4.PS.2: Investigate the relationship of the speed of an object to the energy of
that object.

3-5.E.1: Identify a simple problem with the design of an object that reflects a
need or a want. Include criteria for success and constraints on materials, time,
or cost.

6.PS.3: Describe how potential and kinetic energy can be transferred from one
form to another.

6-8.E.1: Identify the criteria and constraints of a design to ensure a successful
solution, taking into account relevant scientific principles and potential impacts
on people and the natural environment that may limit possible solutions.



ELA 

2.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for
different purposes.

2.SL.3.2: Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says to clarify
comprehension, gather information, or deepen understanding of a topic or
issue.

2.SL.4.3: Give and follow multi-step directions.

3.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

3.SL.2.4: Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay
on topic, and link comments to the remarks of others.

4.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

4.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on
information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to
the remarks of others.

5.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

5.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that
contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks of others.

6.SL.1: Listen actively and adjust the use of spoken language (e.g., conventions,
style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and
for different purposes.

6.SL.2.4: Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by
making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

  Return to TAKE FLIGHT! description
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